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Letter from the Editors

Dear Readers:

The first year Editorial Committee of The Eagles' Nest would

like to welcome you to the SJPII Literary Magazine, where

creativity knows no bounds. The Eagles' Nest gives students the

opportunity to grow and develop their writing. This collection

of work was produced to demonstrate creativity and originality

in emphasizing the school's principles of peace, justice, and

responsibility. Every piece enclosed was written, edited, and

published by students.  In short, The Eagles' Nest is a vessel

through which we have learned to be more vocally us, and

encourage you to likewise - find a vessel through which you

can be you. 

Thank you for reading our work, stories we hope will live on

forever in your hearts and minds. Enjoy The Eagles' Nest!

Sincerely,

Giuliana Barioli, Max Burgan, Dylan Combs, 
Janie Kate Knowles, Jude St. Lot, Andrew Sarafian, 

Tucker Sheehan, Emily Strlekar, 
and Aidan Watson, 
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Short stories and novel excerpts should be between 500-1500 words in length.
Poems must be properly formatted upon submission.
All work must be authored by a named SJPII student.
All work must be original (plagiarized work is a breach of the code of ethics laid out in the SJPII handbook).
All work must be submitted in accordance with The Eagles’ Nest guidelines.
All work will undergo a peer review, and faculty approval process.
Any work that includes racist, biased, or hate-filled language towards any person, culture, ethnic group, or country or
goes against the doctrine, dogma, or precepts of the Catholic Church or is slanted against any one faith tradition will be
ineligible for consideration in the publication.
Work may not include representations of other students or faculty members without their consent, regardless of whether
or not the “names are changed to protect the innocent”.
Any storylines that are explicitly sexual or violent in nature, or include vulgar language of any kind will be ineligible for
publication.

Character development
A completed story arc (or an intentional cliffhanger)
Grammatical clarity
Dialogue or monologue
Descriptive language attached to actions and setting

A clear and appropriately placed position statement (thesis)
Logical and transitioning organization (both between and within paragraphs)
Cited evidence
A clear narrative that includes reasoning or analysis
Context required to understand the circumstances surrounding this position
A call to action or memorable thought in the conclusion.

 All Work for the 2021-2022 Edition of The Eagles' Nest must be submitted by February 1, 2022

You are invited to submit a critical paper, manuscript, journal entry or poem for consideration for inclusion in the second
edition of The Eagles’ Nest. 

This literary magazine is sponsored by the Department of English at Saint John Paul II Academy, and overseen by the Creative
Writing faculty. The magazine welcomes original and cited research papers in proper MLA format, critical literary work in
proper MLA format, book reviews, journal entries, and written creative work of all genres, in keeping with editorial policy as
set out in founding documents and submission guidelines.

Submission Guidelines:

All submissions should be directed to cwedding@sjpii.net with “Submission: Title of your manuscript or paper” in the subject
line. For research and critical papers, please cc the teacher for whom you initially submitted the paper.

In the body of your email, please include a 3 sentence biography about the author, written in third person. Please attach your
submission to the email as a google doc.

Following are specific guidelines for your submission (rules on length may be relaxed for final drafts).

Short stories and novel excerpts should demonstrate evidence of:

Critical papers and research papers should demonstrate evidence of:

mailto:cwedding@sjpii.net


A Note from the Faculty
Thank you for viewing the work enclosed in our first edition of The Eagles' Nest, a virtual lit

magazine which showcases work written and formatted by students. This is their

accomplishment, and it could not have been completed without the trust and support of

Mrs. Rachel Tomko, English Department Chair, and Mr. Ed Bernot, Principal, at SJPII.

Over the course of this year, Creative Writing Students  at SJPII have used Children's and

Young Adult Literature as a text to learn craft. They have worked diligently to improve their

writing skills, applying lessons on character development, imagery, and plot structure to their

manuscripts as they have progressed. What you will find herein are the original stories and

poems that they have chosen to share. This is but a sampling of the journals, poems, short

stories, novel excerpts, and re-tellings that they have submitted in our time together. Now,

these pages will preserve their voices, during this most unusual and challenging of school

years.

 

As we hit "publish" and send this into the ether, it is the prayer of this class that their work will

be received in the same spirit of bravery and ingenuity with which it was conceived. Creating

something, allowing criticism to shape it, and then sending it into a public sphere is an act of

courage, one I'm proud my students were willing and excited to participate in. 

To the contributors herein: "go forth and conquer the world - and if that doesn't work - rewrite

the script." To everyone else, I ask: "what will you publish next year?". I can't wait to see.

Sincerely,

Cindy Wedding
Instructor, Creative Writing 2020-2021
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